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Selective Service registration provides the President with a pool of individuals for all military 
positions —combat and noncombat—in the event a draft is enacted by Congress and the President. 
The Commission was charged with determining whether all Americans should register for a 
potential draft. 

THE TIME IS NOW: EXPAND 
REGISTRATION TO ALL AMERICANS

RECOMMENDATION SPOTLIGHT

NATIONAL COMMISSION ON MILITARY, NATIONAL, AND PUBLIC SERVICE 

The Commission determined that expanding registration represents a timely, necessary—and 
overdue—step that furthers the national security of the United States. 

Expand Selective Service registration to all Americans.  
Requiring all Americans to register with the Selective Service System ensures that in the event of 
a national emergency, the Nation can call upon the talents, skills, and abilities of everyone who 
is qualified and capable. Expanding registration ensures the Department of Defense maintains 
higher military standards while meeting unanticipated force demands. 

Extending registration would: 

• Strengthen national security by harnessing America’s full talent.
Data indicate that young women are equally likely to qualify for military service as young men.
Should the nation require a draft, doubling the
pool from which the country obtains conscripts
would preserve standards in a conflict.

• Affirm registration as a common civic duty.
It is the equal obligation of all Americans to
defend the nation if called to do so. The current
process of registration includes those who are
ineligible for military service under today’s All-
Volunteer Force standards to limit inequities
and set expectations of civic duty. Extending
registration to women reaffirms registration as
a civic duty and sets national expectations on
who may be called to serve in advance of an
emergency.

RECOMMENDATION

For more information about the Commission’s recommendations on Strengthening Emergency 
National Mobilization, please see Pages 111–123 of Inspired to Serve: The Final Report of the 
National Commission on Military, National, and Public Service.

An Army officer calls for artillery fire in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. Source: U.S. Army.
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